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1.2

Hong Kong has evolved from a fishing village to an
entrepot, a manufacturing centre, and now a financial
centre,abustl ing metropolis
over seven million inhabitants [Figure 1]. Hong Kong has
also transformed into a compact high-density city partly by
necessity due to limited developable land, and partly by
the conscious pursuit of integrated land use-transport-
environment planning over the decades. As a compact
high-density city, Hong Kong is efficient and prudent in the
use of resources. Yet, there are also side-effects of
high-density development needed to be addressed, such
as relatively small home spaces, small working spaces,
high costs of accommodation, congestion, street canyon
effects, urban heat island (UHI) effects, etc.

Planning and urban design have a long history in Hong
Kong. While systematic controls on building bulk and
density were in place as early as the 1960s, the first
attempt to encapsulate macro-scale urban design
considerations into a strategic framework was the
Metroplan (1991). The Metroplan recognised the unique
spatial relationship between our urban form and our
natural surroundings, in particular, the importance of

and

Victoria Harbour and the Harbourfront for public amenity,
as well as the protection of the scenic landscape backdrop

A Aand rad@eBneswWhatrdéfide th€ lintits/obthedvietro Area.

These structural considerations were further refined under
the Metroplan Review (1998, 2003), which incorporated
broader urban design considerations, including protection
of designated strategic public views, further refinement on
the ridgeline protection policy with stepped building height
profiles, recognition of districts with unique built characters,
and measures to improve user-friendliness in our
streetscapes, etc. The last territorial development

stratengfkgng20H3 0 Pl anning Vi si

(2007), represented a further step forward for urban
design in Hong Kong where broader and more embracing
design directions to promote liveability were incorporated,
inter alia, responsive building design, greening and air
ventilation, the promotion of people-oriented streetscapes,
and the fostering of sense of place and belonging within
the built environment, etc. Hong Kong 2030+ will build on
these foundations to further promote planning and urban
design directions for a liveable, competitive and
sustainable Hong Kong.
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Figure 1

Hong Kong: Past and Present

1.3 Notwithstanding that Hong Kong is one of the leading
global cities, our performance in terms of liveability’
remains moderate”. As shown from a comparative matrix
of urban population density" and liveability ranking of
major cities compiled from figures from Demographial™
and Mercer& Quality of Living Survey®? [Figure 2], there is
room for improving our liveability to become a leading
liveable high-density city in the world. The challenge that
Hong Kong faces is much greater than cities like
Singapore and Seoul given our topographical constraints"
and limited developable land".

' Our performance in liveability has taken cognisance ofthe Mer cer s Qual ity of
Survey 2016, which is an annual survey derived from survey response of

professionals working for multinational companies and regional specialists on a
guantitative set of Aquality of | iate deter mina
political and social environment, economic environment, socio-cultural environment,

medical and health consideration, schools and education, public services and

transportation, natural environment, recreation, housing and consumer goods.

" The majorindexesareMer cer 6s Qual ity of Living Survey,
Uniltibseabil ity Survey, and Monocleb6s Quality o
"' Urban density is calculated using the base year population and the reported land
area provided by the relevant national statistical authorities, and, where such data is
not available, by using the current year population and the land area estimates of the
selected cities i Demographia (2016) Demographia World Urban Areas 12th Annual
Edition.

W Hong Kong has a land area of 1,106km?, of which about 50% is hilly terrain with a
slope gradient exceeding 20°.  About 20% of our land area is steep slopes with a
slope gradient exceeding 30°.

¥ Other major constraints to land development include natural assets,
environmentally or ecologically sensitive areas, heritage sites, infrastructural
constraint, etc.



























































































































































































































